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On the 2nd of December 1882 the autumn session, epoch-
making so far as concerns the order of business, came to
an end. But the impulse given by Irish obstruction to im-
provement in procedure was by no means exhausted. The
new rules, as passed, failed to give complete satisfaction, and
there was a widespread feeling, not confined to one side of
the House, that further improvements must come. The
first great attempt at reform had been carried through by
Mr. Gladstone to a large extent as a party measure : many
of the provisions had been passed against strong Conserva-
tive resistance and without any enthusiastic support from
the Liberals : consequently, in the next sessions, the House
tacitly abandoned many parts of the new procedure, and
it never was really put into force.1 The natural result was
that the delays in business, which had by this time become
part of the tradition of the House, continued and were
even aggravated by the mass of legislative proposals placed
before the House. In spite of the large demands made by
foreign and domestic politics upon the time and strength
of Parliament, the question of reform in the rules was,
under the circumstances, unavoidably kept before the eyes
of all the Governments of the next few years. Even the
two ministerial crises of 1885 and 1886 could not entirely
divert attention from the subject, and it is instructive to note
that the Governments of both parties were equally affected.
The short-lived Salisbury Ministry of 1885 propounded to
the House a new scheme of reform in procedure, at the
beginning of the session, a few clays only before its fall.
The Liberal party under Mr. Gladstone's leadership had
scarcely taken up its work before the new Government came
down to the House with a motion for the appointment of a
select committee to prepare suggestions for further alterations
in the rules.2

The motion met with complete approval from the other
side of the House. It is well worthy of note that both
Mr. Gladstone and the leader of the Opposition laid it down
that reform of procedure had passed beyond the stage of

1  See Mr. Rylands's candid observations in the year 1886.    (Hansard
(302), 922 sqq.)

2  Hansard (302), 922.   Sitting of the 22nd of February 1886.